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SUBJECT: PRC- JAP AN OIL TRADE PROSPECTS 

1 . IN RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH USLO, JAPANESE EMBOFF 
(ISHISUKA) HAS TOLD US OF GOJ DISMAY THAT THE IDEA OF A 
LONG-TERM OIL PACT BETWEEN THE PRC AND JAPAN WAS ONCE 
AGAIN REARING ITS HEAD IN CHINA. AS THE JAPANESE EMBASSY 
VIEWS IT, A LONG-TERM OIL PACT COMMITTING LESS THAN 25-30 
MILLION TONS A YEAR IS OF NO INTEREST TO THE JAPANESE. FOR 
AMOUNTS SMALLER THAN THIS, THE GOJ CANNOT PUT ITSELF IN THE 
POSITION OF OFFERING SPECIAL ASSISTANCE, EITHER FINANCIAL 
OR ORGANIZATIONAL, TO COMPANIES IMPORTING CHINESE OIL. 
WITHOUT SUCH ASSISTANCE THESE COMPANIES CANNOT PROFITABLY 
IMPORT PRC OIL AT CURRENT PRICES. SINCE THERE HAVE BEEN 

NO SIGNS YET OF PRC WILLINGNESS TO OFFER LOWER OIL PRICES 
TO JAPAN OR TO EXPORT OIL IN 30 MILLION TON QUANTITIES, 

THE JAPANESE EMBASSY SEES NOTHING BUT PROBLEMS IN 
RENEWED TALKS. 
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2. JAPANESE EMBOFFS TAKE AN EVEN MORE PESSIMISTIC VIEW 
OF PROSPECTS FOR 1977 OIL TRADE. JAPANESE DCM AKIYAMA 
TOLD USLO HE EXPECTS JAPAN WILL IMPORT ONLY 6.8 MILLION 
TONS FROM THE PRC IN 1977, THE SAME AS 1976. 

GATES 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, AGREEMENTS, IMPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 DEC 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976PEKING02631 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760470-0989 
From: PEKING 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Hnk1976/newtext/t19761217/aaaaaoca.tel 

Line Count: 60 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 MAY 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <16 SEP 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRC-JAPAN OIL TRADE PROSPECTS 
TAGS: ETRD, ENRG, CH, JA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



